STATE OF VERMONT
HUVAN SERVI CES BOARD

In re ) Fair Hearing No. 16, 049
g
)
Appeal of )
| NTRODUCTI ON

The petitioner appeals the decisions by the Departnent
of Social Wlfare termnating her eligibility for ANFC and
Medi cai d, and denying her application for Food Stanps. The
i ssue is whether the petitioner has resources in excess of

t he maxi nuns for the prograns.

FI NDI NGS OF FACT

1. The petitioner received ANFC, Food Stanps, and
Medi caid for herself, her husband, and their children. In
June, 1999, the Departnent discovered that the petitioner
had bank accounts totalling over $4, 200.

2. One account is a checking account, which as of
July 21, 1999, had a bal ance of $1,269. The other account
is an | RA opened by the petitioner while she was working in
1996, and into which she continued to nmake contri butions
t hrough 1997. The petitioner has not worked for the |ast
two years. As of March 31, 1999, this account totalled
$2510.

3. The Departnent has determ ned that these accounts
pl ace the petitioner over resources for ANFC, Food Stanps,

and Medicaid.?

'The petitioner's children continue to receive nedica
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4. The petitioner does not deny ownership of the
above accounts, but she contends that the I RA should not be
treated as a resource to her because it is set aside for her
retirement, and she will incur a penalty if she w thdraws

fromthe account before retirenent age.

ORDER

The Departnent's decisions is affirned.

REASONS

The maxi nrum al | owabl e resources for ANFC are $1, 000
(WAM > 2261); for Food Stanps, $2,000 (FSM > 273.8b); and

for Medicaid, $3,150 (P-2420Cl). The regulations for al
three prograns specifically include the cash value of |RAs

(l ess any applicable penalties for early w thdrawal) under

the definitions of countable resources. WAM > 2263.4

(ANFC), FSM > 273.8c(1) (Food Stanps), and MM > M231(1)
(Medicaid). Inasmuch as the Departnment's decisions in these
matters are in accord with the pertinent regul ations, the
Board is bound to affirmthem 3 V.S A > 3091(d) and Fair

Hearing Rule No. 17.
###

coverage through the Departnent's Dr. Dynasaur program The
petitioner has retai ned nmedi cal coverage under VHAP, which
has nore |iberal incone and resource standards.



